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PERSECUTION OF CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ALBANIA
Confirmed reports on the persecution of the Catholic Church novw going on
in Albania paint a tragic picture of the circunstances in which Catholic priests
S and higher officials find themselves under Hoxha's Communist regime f the
e 253 Catholic churches api chapels existing in Albanie 1p 1945, 65 per.ent have

been lestroyed. Moreover, both seminar:es have been <losed down and all ofrthe
ten monasteries and 20 convents have been destroyed or suppressed. The same
fate has befellen the i5 asylums and orphanages operated by the Catholic Church,
the 16 Catholic schools, and Catbolic charitable tnstitutions, as well as
printing shops and serial publications

Losses among the Catholic clergy have beer even more appalling, according
to the Bollettino Albagese d1 Informuczion: iErwsumabe the Rome organ of the
Natiopal Committee for Free Albnnxgl, The following five bishops have been shot
or have died in prison. Gascper Thari, Shkoder; Vincenc Prennushi, Lurres; X
Gjorgj Volaj, Sappa; Franco Ginj. Lesh; and Bernardino Shlaku, Pulaj, 0f the i
. 93 praiests who were in Albania in 1945, only ten now remain  Of the other 83,
- 2k have been assassinated, 35 are in prison, 10 are dead or missing, 11 have

been drafted ro: military service, and 3 have fled abroad. Most of thouse killed
were held in prison and tortured for many months. oOf the 92 friars of various
monastic orders who were in Albania 10 years 2go, 18 have been assassinated,

T 34 are Jn prisor or engaged in forced labor, 17 have been expelled from Albania,
B 15 are still in Aibania /presumably free,, and 10 have not been heard from for ‘
e uany years,

Other reports indicate that the Alhanian Communist iegim. is also persew

_“,, cuting the Moslem and Orthsdios religions and their Albanian folliovers. Infor-
A mation on this is currenily being collected by the National Committee for Free
Albania.

-uND -

(N

-
et T

CLASSIFICATION ESTRICTED ‘

o [ TR NS e B STRBTION T T |
ARMY AR FyI | I L] [ |

Delsiiedin Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/08 ;. CIA-RDP80-00809A0007001302




